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THE RISING GENERATION

TO COUNT FOUCHE, MINISTER OF POLICE

BENAVENTE, December 31,1808.

I AM informed that some of the ewigre families are refusing
to let their children enlist, and are keeping them in un-
desirable and culpable idleness. There is no denying that
the rich old families which do not owe their origin to my
regime are definitely opposed to it. I want you to draw up a
list of ten of the leading families in each Department, and
fifty in Paris, showing the age, income, and profession of
each of their members. I intend to issue a decree by which
all the young people belonging to these families between the
ages of 16 and 18 shall be sent to the Military School at
Saint-Cyr. If any one objects, there is no answer to make,
except that I wish it so. That generation must not be allowed
to suffer for the petty hatreds and passions of this....

[LECESTRE, i, 386. 'I -wish it so/ Napoleon uses the old royal phrase,
mon bon plaisir^
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CANDLEMAS

TO COUNT DE CHAMPAGNY, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

BENAVENTE, January i, 1809.

IT is the Pope's custom to present candles to the various
powers. You are to write to my agent at Rome, saying that
I refuse to have any. The King of Spain doesn't want them
any more than I do. Write to Naples and Holland saying
that they are to refuse them too. It would be improper to
accept them, because the Pope had the insolence not to give
any last year. This is how I want the affair conducted. My
cbargt d'affaires will make it known that on Candlemas day
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